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This i s  the s tory o f  the A l l  A fr ica Leprosy and Rehabi l i tation 

Training C entre ( ALERT ) , the s tory o f  i t s  b irth , growth and 

deve lopment , wh ich s tarted 2 0  years ago from a sma l l  nuc leus 

at the P r ince s s  Z enebe-Work Hospita l ( P ZWH ) , and through the 

year s became a model leprosy educ ation and research c entre for 

A fr i c a . 

The tremendou s work c ar r ied out by a l ong l i ne o f  f ine and 

dedic ated men and women cannot be portrayed in word s , no matter 

how ably put or expre s sed , nor c an the d imensions and 

per spec tiv e s  of the human e l ements that caused the seed of P ZWH 

to b l o s som i nto ALERT as  it is today . Therefore , be fore I 

attempt to review the h i s tory o f  ALERT with you , I should l ike 

to apo logi z e  for any unintentiona l omi s s ions or important 

event s that may have been over l ooked . 

The year was 1 9 3 4  when the Sudan I nterior M i s s ion ( S IM)  

under the auspices o f  the M i n i s try of Pub l i c  Health ( MOPH ) , 

bui l t  P ZWH in the midst o f  a g loomy , d i sma l and overc rowded 

leprosy v i l l age on a h i l l top then j us t  outs ide the c i ty l imit 

o f  Addis Ababa . F igure 1 shows thi s  building a s  it s tands 

today on the ALERT c ompound . For tunatel y ,  the ground s around 

the hospital were spacious and open , a l lowing plenty o f  room 

for the great number o f  patient s anC!- the i r  rel ative s who had 

come to s eek medica l  help from a l l ove r the c ountry . I n  its 

initial pha se both S IM and the Amer ican Soc iety for As s i s tanc e 

to Lepro sy s tarted the good work at the leprosar ium , but they 

were interrupted by the I ta l i an occupat ion which forced them to 

leave the c ountry , l eav ing behind an overc rowded lepros arium. 

The I ta l ians i n  thei r  turn continued to provide the services 

at the leprosar ium dur ing their 5 -year s tay in E thiopia,  thus 
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Figure 1 .  Princess Zenebe-Work Hospital built in 1934 by the S udan 

Interior Mission. 

enc ouraging the inf lux o f  more patients and the i r  fami l ie s  f rom 

a l l over the c ountry . I n  an e f fort to create order and 

overcome the overcrowd ing at the leprosarium , the I ta l ians 

bui 1  t 30 thatched- roo fed brick houses,  then known as " the 

Chi ldren Street Section"  of the hospital and shown in F igure 2 • 

At pre sent you c an find two o f  the se huts standing between the 

Armauer Hansen Research I nstitute ( AHRI ) and the Training 

Department o f  ALERT used a s  the demonstration and the Crafts 

S hop tukul e s  r e spect ive ly . 

For many years a fter the Ital i ans l e f t , numerous d i l igent 

pioneers,  missionary workers a s  we l l  as volunteers and 

organ i z ations, continued to provide medical and other care to 

the ever- increasing number of leprosy patients and the i r  

f ami l ies.  I n  the mid- 1 9 5 0 s  t h e  MOPH , in an attemp t t o  improve 

the l iving condi tions at the P ZWH , started building the th ird 

sec tion of the l eprosar ium , wh ich consi sted of barracks with 

thatched roo f s  and chika ( mud mixed with straw) wa l l s  011 stone 

foundations. One of them i s  shown in F igure 3 .  Eventua l ly 

there were 1 5  o f  the se barracks each acc ommodating a minimum o f  

1 0 0  patients with thei r  r e l at ive s. Furthermore , c on st ruc t ion 

of the remaining , necessary f ac i l it i e s  i . e .  the operating , 
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Figure 2 .  Tukules in "the Children Street S ection" of the hospital 

built by the Itali ans .  

X- ray , examination and 

l ibrary , conference and 

treatment rooms,  

administration 

k itchen , 

bui ld ings,  

u t i l ity , 

and the 

second " Children S treet S e c t ion" of the hospita l , known at 

pre sent as Ward 5 ,  was eventua l ly made po ssib le through the 

help and ass i stance o f  individua l s  and organ i z ations in 

general , and the Swedish S av e  the Chi ldren Fund in particular . 

Moreove r , the l e prosar ium wh ich had a lways l a cked water , wa s at 

l a st connected to the c ity water suppl y system . I t  i s  worth 

point ing out here that dur ing the above period of struggle , D r . 

S . K .  S ch a l l e r  was the only physic ian and M i ss Ragnhi ld Wahlborg 

the matron o f  the l eprosar ium , and the i r  tremendous e fforts,  

hard work and c ontr ibution in creat ing order and better 

conditions for the u nwanted and f o r s ake n l epro s y  patient s and 

the i r  fam i l i e s  c annot be forgotten . They were a l so 

instrumental in estab l i shing the very much needed core of 

hea l th workers in the hospital from their cured patients. 

In the meant ime , around the e ar ly 1 9 6 0 s  the gov ernment in 

cooperation with missionary workers,  volunteers and 

organ i z ations settled a great number o f  c ured l e prosy patients 

with the i r  fami l i e s  at Gende B e re t , Shashamane and Tibi l l a  in 

Shoa P rovince in an attempt at agr icultural rehab i l i tation 

wh ich was the only sure way of so lving the ma j or problem 
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Fi gure 3 .  One of the barracks built in the roid-1950s to improve 

the living conditions around the Pr incess Zenebe-Work Hospital . 

o f  overcrowd ing at the l eprosar ium . 

I n  1 9 6 4 , it was intere sting to note that the general 

s ituation at PZWH had improved , with the barracks out o f  the 

way and the hospital s ta f f  s trengthened by D r . E .  W. Price and 

D r . M .  F i t zherbert , as we l l  as by a number of qua l i f ied 

national and internat iona l hea l th worker s . 

Furthermore , the idea o f  e s tab l i shing a training centre for 

Africa had already been conc e ived e l s ewhere , a lthough the p l ac e  

and s ite w a s  not y e t  dec ided upon . However ,  D r . P .  W .  Brand 

(I nternationa l S oc iety for Rehab i l itation of the D i s abled)  and 

D r . S . G .  Browne (Leprosy M i s s ion , London ) who were delegated 

to f ind a suitab l e  place for it , during one of the ir mi s s ions 

to E th iopia in late 1 9 6 4  discovered the potent ia l l ly rich 

grounds for leprosy work at P ZWH . Hence the ir f indings , 

c oupled with the exc e l l ent reception they got both f rom MOPH 

and the Medic a l  F acul ty of Add i s  Ababa Univers ity (AA U) , turned 

what wa s then a pos s ib i l ity in thei r  minds to a certainty , 

name ly , " to e s t ab l i sh a training center in Addi s  Ababa for 

Afric a "  . 

Consequently , in December 1 9 6 5  D r . P .  B r and , Mr . Or ie M i l ler 
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and Mr . A . D .  A skew were del eg ated by the I nternationa l S o c i ety 

for Rehab i l i tation of the D i s ab l ed , the American Leprosy 

Mi s s ion and the Leprosy M i s s ion , London ,  respective ly , to 

e s tabl i sh in c ooperation with the M OPH and the Med i c a l  F aculty 

o f  the AAU ,  the Tra ining Centre for A f r i c a  at P ZWH in Addi s  

Ababa . 

On Decembe r  1 1 , 

Ababa , E th iopi a . 

1 9 6 5  ALERT was o f f i c ia l ly founded i n  Addis 

The MOPH and AAU tog ethe r  with the 

I n ternationa l S oc iety for Rehab i l itation o f  the D i s abled , the 

Leprosy M i s s ion , London , and the Amer i c an Lepros y  M i s s ion were 

the founding membe rs . The ma in purpo s e  of ALERT was spec i f ied 

a s  " to train men and women in a l l  a spec t  of lepros y  with 

spec ial emphas i s  on c ontro l,  treatment and r ehab i l i tation for 

work in A f r i c an countr ie s " . A l s o , to enab l e  the Centre to 

pur sue its goal , it c ommi tted i t s e l f  "to bu ild up a leprosy 

servi c e  in a l imited rur a l  area , wh ich sha l l  demons t r ate 

c omprehens ive medic a l  care and rehab i l i tation of leprosy 

patients a s  part of a national anti- l eprosy c ampaign and l inked 

with general pub l ic health s e rv i ce " . Moreover , " to accept ful l 

respons ib i l ity under the auspi c e s  o f  the Ministry o f  Pub l i c  

Health f o r  the management o f  PZWH , a n d  t o  a d d  s t a f f  and 

fac i l it i e s  for admin i s tration , s o  that i t  may become a training 

c entre for medic a l , surgical and paramedical  s ki l l s  needed by 

lepros y  patients " .  

Thus the seeds o f  ALERT wer e  s own at P ZWH , and the l abor ious 

and painful proc e s s  of its growth and deve lopment began . 

When MOPH delegated the re spons ib i l i ty o f  the management o f  

PZWH t o  the ALERT p rojec t , they a l s o  contributed in kind by 

spon sor ing Dr . E .  P r i c e , the Hospital D irec tor , Dr. M .  

F i t z herbert , a senior phys ic ian , and the matro n, M i s s  P .  

Radford with a l l  her s t a f f  and the ho spital budget . 

Furthermore , the good wi l l  and un f a i l ing support o f  a l l  member 

and non-member organ i z ations (s ee Append i x) made it pos s ib l e  

f o r  the ALERT pro j e c t  to recruit t h e  required c o r e  s ta f f  f o r  

strengthening a n d  improv ing the qua l ity o f  serv i c e s  provided a t  

PZWH , who in turn shou ldered the re spons ib i l ity for making 

ALERT a reality . They were a s  f o l lows : 
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The Rev . D .  S ensenig was recruited on 1 / 5 / 6 6  as the bu s in e s s  

manager , Mi s s  J .  N evi l l e  o n  7 / 5 / 6 6  a s  occupationa l therapi st , 

Mr . D .  Ward on 1 / 7 / 6 6  a s  phys iotherapi st , and Dr . W .  F e l ton 

Ros s  on 2 4 / 9 / 6 6  as the director of the ALERT proj ect . 

Neverthe le s s , i n  order to be ab l e  to c oncentrate on the 

preparation , p l anning and impl ementation of the training 

c omponent o f  the pro j ec t , D r . W .  F .  Ro s s  opted to assume the 

training directorship instead . There fore , on 1 5 / 4 / 6 7  Maj or . O .  

N i skanen wa s appointed as the executive director . 

I n  October 1 9 6 6  the f i r s t  Annual General Meeting (AGM) o f  

the membe� organ i z ations o f  ALERT w a s  held i n  Add i s  Ababa , and 

the following important dec i s ions were made : 

I .  E lection o f  o f f icers : 

1 .  P r e s ident 

2 .  Vice P r e s ident 

3 .  Sec retary 

4 .  Treasurer 

Mini s te r  of Pub l i c  Health , a t  that 

time H . E .  Ato Abebe Kebede 

Pres ident of Addis Abab a U niver s ity , 

H .  E .  L i j  K a s s a  Wolde Mar i am 

D r . E .  W .  P r i c e  - D irector o f  PZWH 

D r . W .  Don McC lure , with Rev . D .  

Sensenig to act as  h i s  subst itute . 

I I . The executive c ommittee was appointed to carry out the 

po l i c i e s  and dec i s ions of the AGM unt i l  the next meeting 

with the fol lowing member s : 

2 repres entative s f rom the Ministry o f  Pub l i c  Hea l th 

2 repre s entative s from the Medi c a l  }'acu l ty o f  A . A . U .  

2 repre s entative s from the ALERT Sta f f , and 

3 repr e s e ntat ive s among the supporting organ i z ations . 

Profes sor C .  S .  L e i  thead , who wa s then repre senting the 

of AAU was elected as  chairman ( S e e  Med ical F aculty 

Append ix ) . 
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I I I . A medical  advi sory committee ( MAC )  was appointed to guide 

and adv i s e  the ALERT proj e c t , with the fol lowing members : 

D r . P .  W .  B r and , orthopaedic surgeon 

D r . Stanley G .  B rowne , lepro l og i s t  

D r . D .  L .  Leiker , epidemiolog i s t  

D r . O l a f  Skinsne s , leprosy patho l o g i s t  

IV . A subcommittee w a s  set u p  f o r  t h e  propo sed Armauer Hansen 

Re search I ns t i tute ( AHRI ) . It was reported that the 

prog r e s s  of the plans for the I n st itute was very 

promi s ing . Both Riidda Barne n , Sweden and Redd B arna , 

Norway were prepared to sponsor i t .  The aim o f  the 

I n s titute was to enl arge the knowl edge of leprosy through 

bas ic re s earch . 

Dur ing the initial year s a great deal was accompl i shed ; 

gene r a l  ru l e s  were made , various activ i t i e s  were dec ided upon , 

and p lans for the cons truc tion o f  the new hospital a s  we l l  as 

other neces sary f ac i l ities were worked out . Moreover ,  the 

rural area to be used a s  a f i e l d  l aboratory was e s tab l i s hed at 

Debre B erhan . Furthermore ,  an agreement with MOP H  was reached 

and s igned wh ich was e f fec t ive for an inde f inite durat ion , to 

be rev i sed every 5 year s . A l s o , i n  order to increase the 

activ i t i e s  of ALERT , the MOPH de l egated the r e spons ibi l i ty for 

the full management o f  PZWH to the ALERT pro j ect i n  1 9 6 7 . 

I n  the meantime , the AGM wa s held every year except for the 

second one , which was s cheduled for October 1 9 6 7  and had to be 

postponed unt i l  Apr i l  1 9 6 8 . The AGM decides on maj or i s sues 

regarding ALERT's activ i t i e s  and its future dev e lopment . The 

AGM a l so appo ints senior s ta f f  for ALERT , O f f icers of the 

corporation and the members o f  the board o f  directors of ALERT 

to s e rve for a 2 -year term . 

During the third AGM , the executive c ommittee , which had 

reached the end of its 2 - year term of o f f ice , wa s dis solved and 

replaced by the board of d i rector s of ALERT ( see Append ix ) . 

Pro fes sor C .  S .  L e i thead c ontinued to serve as chairman up 

unt i l  O ctober 1 9 7 5 . I t  i s  impor tant to note here that 

Profes sor L e i thead p layed a n  impor tant r o l e  in the initiation 



16 Widad Kidane Mariam 

and formation o f  ALERT . He a l so had a maj or and dec i s ive 

inf luence on its further growth and development . Dr . 

Y ayehy irad K itaw, the vice- chairman , took over as act ing 

chairman unt i l  the succeeding AGM . S ince then he has continued 

a s  chairman of the board of directors unt i l  the pres ent time . 

Under h i s  ab l e  chairmanship many important matters have been 

deal t  with in a mo s t  e f fic ient way . 

Furthermore ,  the un fail ing support and as s i stance o f  a l l  

members and non-member sponsoring organi z ations made i t  

pos s ib l e  f o r  a l l  the bui ldings and fac i l ities needed f o r  the 

ALERT pro j ect to be rea l i z ed step by step . Brie f ly one c an 

summar i z e  the deve lopment as fo l l ows . 

I n  1 9 6 8  the foundation s tone for the new hospital was l a id 

and the hospital was comp leted in 1 9 7 0 . The old ho spital 

f ac i l ities  were converted to accommodate the training unit , 

and the o l d  l aboratory bu i lding to accomodate the orthopaedic 

app l iance workshop unt i l  1 9 8 0 , when the newly cons tructed 

orthopaedic app l i ance workshop was compl eted . Moreover ,  an 

improved gate c l inic was bui l t  in 1 9 6 8  to improve the general 

urban leprosy contro l servic e , and in 1 9 7 4  the new gate c l inic , 

as an extens ion to the hospital out-patient department was 

comp leted . Furthermore ,  in 1 9 6 9  the very much needed water 

tank was erec ted and AHRI with its staf f house s  was completed . 

To be ab le to provide the much needed accommodation and 

acceptab le services for a l l  the trainees and gue st s , the 

s tudent ho stel bui ldings and the ca feteria fac i l ities were 

c omp leted in 19 70 ,  and depend ing on avai l abi l ity of funds and 

other prioritie s , s ta f f  hou s e s  and other supportive service 

buildings were gradua l ly cons tructed . 

I n  the me ant ime D r . W .  F e l ton Ro s s  was busy deve loping his  

Department o f  T r aining . I n  1 9 6 7  he made an exp loratory v i s it 

within and outs ide E thiopia in order to prepare the ground for 

the futu re work of ALERT . The outcome of hi s endeavour was : 

1 .  I t  was dec ided that the rural area , that wa s to be u s ed 

for training leprosy f i e l d  workers i n  the methodo logy o f  

survey and l eprosy control , shou ld b e  in the north 

eas tern parts o f  S hoa inc luding Menz and Y i fat , Tagulet 
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and Bulga , with the centre at D ebre Berhan . 

2 .  I t  was c lear that ALERT was both needed and wanted by 

a l l  the A f r i c an countr i e s  v i s i ted . The general opinion 

was that i t  should c oncentrate on training senior 

techn i c a l  sta f f  and that priority should be given to the 

f o l lowing areas: 

( i ) 

( i i )  

( i i i )  

Phys iother apy 

Rura l  area superv i sors 

Med i c a l  o f ficers  and other health 

workers with emphas i s  on the c are o f  

the feet . 

3 .  ALERT shou l d  provide suitab l e  teaching mater i a l s  on 

leprosy , and a l s o  p repare a sys tem o f  record-keeping 

and data c o l lec tion wh ich could be s t andardi sed 

throughout A f r ic a .  

4 .  ALERT should partic ipate i n ,  and h e l p  t o  f inanc e and 

organi s e  s eminar s at suitab l e  c entre s both ins ide and 

out s ide E th iopia . 

5 .  ALERT shou ld prov ide s cholarships for trainee s . 

To thi s  e nd , and as a preparatory s tep , the training unit 

conducted i n  service training cour s e s  in leprosy for �ur s e s  and 

advanced dre s se r s  for ALERT s t a f f ,  a s  we l l  a s  9 -month 

phy s i otherapy cour s e s  for men who were trained to provide 

technical services at the phy s iotherapy s e c tion at ALERT . A l s o , 

intens ive cou r s e s  for leprosy f i e l d  workers were given and 7 o f  

the succ e s s fu l  s tudents were employed f o r  the Rur a l  U n i t  a t  

Debre Berhan and the remainder a t  P ZWH . 

Cons equent ly , both international and national training 

cour s e s  were c onducted regularly throughout the year . I t  i s  

very encouraging t o  note that the number o f  indigenous A f r i c an 

traine e s  has been increas ing s i nc e  1 9 8 0 . 

B r ie f l y , the fol lowing trainees have partic ipated in the 

various training programme s prov ided . 
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r. I nternational cour s e s  Up t o  1 9 8 5  1 9 8 5  

Docto r s  3 8 7  5 0  

S uperv i sors 3 9 3  4 0  

Phys iotherapi s t s  7 0  5 

Rehabi l itation technic ians 5 7  

Laboratory techn i c i an s  5 0  5 0  

Orthopaedic work shop technic ians 3 1  7 0  

I I  . National cour s e s  Up to 1 9 8 5  1 9 8 5  

Medical s tudents 3 7 9 7 6  

Nur s ing s tuden t s  6 9 4  14 6 

Tutors 2 1  

Health a s s i s t ants 4 0 7  

Furthermore , the training department has actively 

partic ipated i n  internat ional training programme s , conferenc e s  

and s eminars over the year s , g iven in both E ng l i s h  o r  F rench 

depending on the avai lab i l ity of s ta f f  at the time . Moreove r , 

a great deal o f  e f fort has been put into the prepar ation o f  

teaching mate r i a l  suitable for various health workers ( s ee 

Appendix ) .  Most o f  the manual s and guides produced are very 

use ful and very much in demand . 

I n  summary , one can s ay that a great deal has been achieved 

by the training department , and mo s t  of the c redit goe s to its 

f i r s t  director , D 'r . W.  F .  Ros s ,  who had played an important 

role in the initiation and development of ALERT . 

I n  addition , valuab le and suc c e s s fu l  c ontr ibutions we re made 

by the other senior sta f f  of the department . The i r  tremendous 

e f forts to maintain a h igh s tandard dur ing the d i f ficult per iod 

of ALERT ' s  deve l opment wi l l  not be forgotten . 

I n  conc luding my review , I would l ike to brie f ly mention 

some of the remaining important events in the h i s tory of ALERT : 

1 9 6 7  - an agreement was s i gned between ALERT and AHRI , and 

the I ns titute was inaugurated in 1 9 7 0 . I t s f i r s t  director , D r . 

Morten H arboe , took o f fice i n  1 9 6 9  and j o ined the ALERT board o f  

directors in Augu s t  that year . I t  i s  important to note here 

that the I ns titute has a lways played a vital part in the 
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setting up and dev e lopment o f  ALERT . 

1 9 7 6  - the s tudy group on the goa l s  o f  ALERT pres ented a 

summary o f  the goa l s , targets and activities  for the ALERT 

pro j ect . 

1 9 7 8  - many o f  the ALERT / AHRI s ta f f  partic ipated in the XI 

I nternationa l Leprosy Congre s s , which was arranged in Mexico 

C ity . 

1 9 7 9  The 1 2 -year period o f  o f fice , in which Maj or o. 

N i skanen had given devoted and valuab l e  servic e  a s  the f i r s t  

executive direc tor ended . H e  was very r ight ly r e f erred to as  

" the man worth more than h i s  weight in gold" . The great 

achievements ALERT c an now congratul ate itse l f  on are to a 

great extent due to h i s  tremendou s and valuab l e  contributions 

as  we l l  as  thos e  of his suc c e s sor Mr . B .  Johanne s sen . 

1 9 8 1  - ALERT wa s de s i gnated as a WHO c o l l aborating centre 

for training in l eprosy . 

1 9 8 2  ALERT was awarded the Gol d  Mercury I nternational 

Award Ad Honorem in recognition o f  its work i n  the A f r i c an 

c ontinent . That same year the f irs t tuberculo s i s  c ourse was 

held at ALERT , and the MDT p i l ot pro j ec t  was impl ementet . 

1 9 8 5  - Mr . B .  J ohanne s sen terminated h i s  work at ALERT 

a fter 6 year s of devoted service as executive director 

contributing greatly to the deve lopment of the institution . 

F in a l l y , ALERT could not have achieved its pre s ent leve l o f  

exce l lence without the tremendous contributions o f  i t s  board 

of director s . It goe s without s aying that , under the able 

chairmanship and guidance o f  D r . Y ayehyirad K itaw , they have 

p l ayed an unusual and s igni f i c ant part in both the dev e lopment 

and achievements o f  ALERT . 

suppor t  and a s s i s tance 

Moreover, without the unfa i l i ng 

o f  a l l  member and non-member 

organ i z ations ( se e  Appendix ) , the s eed that was sown ove r 2 0  

year s ago at P ZWH would never have grown i nto what ALERT i s  

today . Hence , for ALE RT and a l l  the parti e s  concerned , I can 

say that " th i s  is the e nd of the beginning " . 
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Appendix 

I Members o f  ALERT 

Ame r ic an Leprosy M i s s ions ( Founder Member ) 

Mini s try o f  Pub l i c  Health , Ethiopia ( Founder Member ) 

Add i s  Ababa Unive r s i ty ,  E thiopia ( Founder Member ) 

Rehab i l itation I nternation a l  ( Founder Member )  

The Lepro sy M i s s ion , London ( Founder �lember ) 

A s s o c i a z ione Naz iona l e  Ami c i  dei Lebbro s i ,  I taly 

Chr i s to f fe l  B l indenrni s s ion , Germany 

Dutch Government Techn i c a l  Aid , Mini stry of Foreign 

A f fa i r s  

Emmau s S u i s s e  

German Leprosy Re l i e f  As sociation 

Mennonite M i s s ion , USA 

Nethe r l and s  Lepro sy Re l i e f  As soc iation 

Norwegian S ave the Chi ldren Fund 

B e l gian Mi�is try o f  Foreign A f fairs  and Deve lopment 

Cooperat ion 

S wedish Red C ro s s  

S wedish S ave the Chi ldren Fund 

World C ounc i l  of Churches (WCC ) and its member organ i z ations 

I I  Non-member Sponsoring Organ i z ations 

Agence C anadienne de Deve lopment I nternationa l e  ( ACDI ) 

Danish S ave the Chi ldren Fund 

D anish I nternational Deve lopment Agency ( DAN I DA )  

F ame Pereo , Canada 

I nterchurch Coordination Committee for Deve lopment 

P r o j ects ( ICCO ) , The Nethe r l ands 

LEPRA , Colchester , UK 

Raou l Fol lereau Foundation , France 

Raoul F o l l e reau Foundation , Luxembourg 

World Counc i l  o f  Churche s ,  S wedish National C ommittee 

Organiz ation Nethe r l and s Volunteers 



I I I  1 9 6 6  Executive C ommittee 
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P r o f e s s or C . S .  L e i thead - Chairman Add i s  Ababa Unive r s ity 

Professor S eho f ie ld 

Professor Y .  Lars son 

Dr . D .  McC lure 

WCC representative 

Dr .
· 

W .  F .  Ros s  

Rev . D .  S ens enig 

Dr . E .  W .  P r i c e  

D r . B . E . C .  Hopwood 

- Member Add i s  Ababa Univers ity 

- Member S ponsoring organ i z at ion 

- Member S pondoring organ i z ation 

- Member S pondor ing organ i z ation 

- Z,lember ALERT 

- Z,lember ALERT 

- Sec retary Mini s try o f  Pub l i c  

Health 

- Member Ministry of Pub l i c  

Health 

IV 1 9 6 9  ALERT Board of D i rectors 

P r o f e s s or C . S .  L e i thead - Chairman Add i s  Ababa Unive r s ity 

D r . R .  G e i l  

D r . B . E . C .  Hopwood 

Dr . E .  W .  Price 

Professor Y .  Larsson 

Mr . P .  G i ngrich 

- Member 

- Member 

- Member 

- Member 

- Vice 

Add i s  Ababa Univers ity 

Mini stry of Pub l i c  

Health 

Mini stry o f  Pub l i c  

Health 

S ponsoring organi z at ion 

Mr . M .  MagerBy 

C h a i rman S ponsor i ng o r ga niz a tion 

- Member S ponsor ing organiz ation 

D r . W .  Don McC l i ne 

D r . J ama l Abdul Kadir 

- Member 

- Member 

Ma j or Onni N i skanen - Member 

Ato Negus s i e  W .  Aregai - Member 

Dr . G . Connacher ( invited ) - Member 

S ponsor ing organ i z ation 

E th iopian Medical  

As soc i ation 

ALERT 

P r inc e s s  Z enebe-Work 

Hospital 

D uk e  of Harar 

Memo r i a l  Hospital 
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V 1 9 8 5  Annual General Meeting o f  ALERT 

Pres ident : B r igader Gener a l  D r . G i z aw T s ehai 

Minister o f  Health o f  E thiopia 

Vice P r e s i dent : D r . W idad Kidane Mariam 

Yekatit 1 2  Hospital , Ministry o f  Health 

Dr . Abiye K i f le , Pres ident o f  Addi s  Ababa 

Unive r s ity 

Board of D irector s 

Dr . Y ayehy irad K itaw 

Dr . J ema l Abdul Kadir 

Dr . Bayou Teklu 

- Chairman I ndependent Member 

- Member Add i s  Ababa Unive r s ity 

- Member 

Dr . M i lkias  Shamebo - Member 

Ato Atna fu T ar iku - Member 

Professor S .  B r itton - Member 

Profes sor Morten Harboe - Member 

Mr . Herman Kober - Member 

D r . Per O lcen - Member 

Dr . Me s f in D emi s s ie - Member 

Dr . Ami n  H .  S a l ama - Member 

Ato T ade l l e  Tedla - Member 

Dr . T aye Tokon - Member 

Dr . W idad K idane Mariam - Member 

Ex-O f fico Members 

Mr . Urban G j eru l f  

D r . T aye Tade s s e  

D r . S . J .  Nkinda 

D r . M .  Becx B leumink 

Ato Adane K a s s a  

Addi s  Ababa Unive r s i ty 

E th iopian Med i c a l  

A s s oc iation 

Mini stry of Labour 

and Soc i a l  A f fairs 

AHRI 

Norwegian S ave the 

Ch i ldren Fund 

I LEP 

Swedish S ave the 

Chi ldren Fund 

Wor ld Health 

Organ i z ation 

O r g an i z a t i o n  o f  

African Unity 

M inistry o f  Health 

Minis try o f  Health 

I ndependent member 

ALERT 

ALERT 

ALERT 

ALERT 

ALERT 



VI Executive D irector s 

Maj or Onni N iskanen 

Mr . Bernt Johanne s s en 

Mr . U rban G j e ru l f  

VI I D irectors o f  Hospital 

D r . E .  W .  P rice 

D r . W .  F .  Ro s s  

D r . Berhanu Getahun 

D r . Mes fin Demis s ie 

D r . Fekade Yos e f  

D r . T aye T ade s s e  

VI I I  D irector s o f  Training 

Dr . W .  F .  Ros s  

D r . H .  Wheate 

D r . J .  Warndor f f  

D r . S . J .  Nkinda 
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Apr il 1 9 6 7  

April 1 9 7 9  

S ept .  1 9 8 5  

S ervic e s  

1 9 6 5  

Nov . 1 9 7 0  

Sept .  1 9 7 4  

June 1 9 7 6  

Sept .  1 9 7 9  

April 1 9 8 1  

S ept .  1 9 6 6  

June 1 9 7 6  

July 1 9 8 0  

Augus t  1 9 8 5  

Apr i l  1 9 7 9  

S ept .  1 9 8 5  

To date 

Nov . 1 9 7 0  

Sept .  1 9 7 4  

May 1 9 7 6  

Aug . 1 9 7 9  

Dec . 1 9 8 0  

T o  date 

May 1 9 7 6  

Jan . 1 9 8 0  

June 1 9 8 4  

T o  date 

IX D eputy D irector s of Training 

X 

D r . J .  N sib ambi 

D r . N . B . B .  Reddy 

D irectors of L eprosy 

D r . E .  W .  P r ic e  

D r . J .  C ap 

D r . W .  B e aumont 

Dr . M .  Becx B 1eumink 

Augu s t  1 9 7 9  

Dec . 1 9 8 5  

Contro l 

Nov . 1 9 7 0  

Apr il 1 9 7 1 

N ov . 1 9 7 9 

June 1 9 8 3  

1 9 8 4  

T o  date 

1 9 8 4  

June 1 9 7 9  

June 1 9 8 3  

T o  date 
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X I  Bus ine s s  Manage r s  

M t"  • D .  S .  S ensenig 

Mr . K .  W .  McC lenaghan 

Ato I s s i a s  Tessema 

Ato Getahun Mo l a  

Ato Hai le T aye 

Ato Asnake G. Giorg i s  

Ato Adane K a s s a  

May 

X I I  Medic a l  Adv i sory Committee 

1 9 8 4  - 1 9 8 6  

1 9 6 6 

1 9 7 0  

1 9 7 4  

1 9 7 6  

1 9 7 9  

1 9 8 3  

1 9 8 5  

P ro fes sor M .  H arboe ( Cha i rman )  

Dr . A .  J .  d e  R i j k  

Dr .  W .  F .  Ro s s  

Dr . M .  F .  R .  Water s  

1 9 8 6  - 1 9 8 8  

D r . W .  F .  Ro s s  ( Chairman )  

Dr . P .  O lcen 

D r . A .  J .  de R i j k 

D r . M .  F .  R .  Waters 

XI I I  ALERT Pub l i cat ions 

A Gu ide to Lepro sy for F ield S t a f f  

W .  F .  Ro s s , 1 9 7 5 , 1 9 7 7 , 1 9 8 3 . 

1 9 7 0  

1 9 7 4  

1 9 7 6  

1 9 7 9  

1 9 8 3  

19 8 4  

To date 

French trans lation by J .  B . A .  Van Droogenbroeck , 1 9 7 5 . 

Arab i c  trans lat ion by Ha ider Abu Ahmed . 



E s sent i a l s  o f  Lepro sy 

W .  F .  Ro s s ,  1 9 7 3 . 

J .  M .  H .  Pear son and H .  W .  Wheate , 1 9 7 9 . 

J .  M .  H .  Pear son , 1 9 8 6 . 

A Guide to Hea lth Education i n  Lepro sy 

J .  P .  Nevi l le ,  5 th ed . 1 9 8 3 . 

History of ALERT 25 

A Foot Wear Manual for Lepro sy C ontro l Programme s 

Part I .  P .  J .  Nevi l le , 3 rd ed . 1 9 8 3 . 

P art I I . P .  J .  Nevi l le , 2 nd ed . 1 9 8 3 . 

Practical Gu ide to the D i agno s i s  and Tre atment o f  

Lepro sy in the B a s i c  H e alth Unit 

H .  W .  Wheate and J .  M.  H .  P earson , 3 rd ed . 1 9 8 5 . 

Management o f  P ar a lytic D e formi t i e s  in Leprosy 

J .  G .  Ande r s en and J .  W .  B r and sma , 1 9 8 4 . 

Manual for Implementation of Mul tiple Drug Ther apy o f  

Leprosy 

M .  B e cx-B leumink , 1 9 8 5 . 




